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Death and Homicide Scene Assessment & Reconstruction 
Course Objectives Continued 

 
 Autoerotic Death Investigations:  In this course of instruction, participants will 
be provided cases of autoerotic activity and the necessary steps to determine the 
manner of death . 
Management of Case Information:  Violent crime investigations, when properly 
conducted, generate a lot of information that becomes data in the case file.  This 
data must be properly managed to ensure all investigative steps are completed, 
evidence gathered is sent for forensic examination,. 
Every Crime Scene Tells a Story  
Each death scene presents itself differently, and to that end, it is important to 
identify the issue in each case. Is this scene a homicide, suicide, accident, or 
natural death? If the scene is determined to be a homicide investigation, does the 
evidence tell the story of a cold blooded, premeditated murder, or a killing as a 
result of a momentary loss of control during a heated argument? The homicide 
and death scene investigator should have the ability to recognize evidence or 
information to determine the manner of death and to support findings regarding 
culpability. Case slides will be used to demonstrate examples of scene evidence 
that may be important in demonstrating culpable mental states and manner of 
death.  
Evidence vs Information 
Crime scene investigators examine crime scenes in search of evidence, which 
has taken on a context of being affiliated with something that is scientific in nature, 
such as fingerprints, bullets, bloodstains, or other biological material. Recognizing 
and properly collecting scientific evidence is obviously important in any death 
investigation. Information however, can come in many forms and is not 
necessarily limited to scientific evidence. The available avenues in which to 
uncover evidence, as well as information important to the investigation will be 
discussed in detail.  
Self Inflicted Deaths 
This section addresses scenes involving suicide, asphyxia, and accidental deaths. 
Emphasis will be placed on key scene evidence typically found at scenes of self 
inflicted deaths, which support investigative findings. Detailed examples of 
evidence that should be noted and documented at scenes involving self inflicted 
deaths will be presented. 
Investigating Defined Murders 
Investigating defined murders such as domestic violence murders or child 
murders can present unique circumstances, and should be understood and 
addressed. Murders occurring within the home are often the result of prolonged 
issues and go undetected by friends, neighbors, and extended family members. 
“Traditional” scientific evidence such as DNA or fingerprint evidence are often 
times less probative in murders occurring within the home, since there is a 
legitimate reason to find that type of evidence relating to both victims and 
perpetrators in the residence that they both lawfully occupy. The crime scene 
investigator should be aware of other avenues in which to find information 
regarding the events leading up to the death. Techniques and suggestions will be 
presented detailing methods in which to recover evidence that is specific and 
probative to these types of murder investigations.  
Investigations involving multiple deaths can also present unique circumstances. 
Cases involving mass murders and serial killers will be referenced to explain the 
unique challenges that occur during such cases. Among the issues presented will 
be sustained presence at the scene, handling mass amounts of physical 
evidence, utilizing specialized resources and personnel, using advanced 
equipment, and dealing with the media.  
Blood As Evidence 
Blood found at crimes scenes or on victims, suspects, or witnesses (clothing or 
person) should be considered significant evidence and should be treated as such 
when documenting, collecting and preserving. Before blood evidence can be 
properly analyzed, it needs to be properly documented. The field investigator 
should also be able to identify different types of blood stains and understand how 
each stain lends information surrounding the blood letting event. This section of 
the training will describe different types of bloodstains frequently encountered at 
blood letting crime scenes. 
Ballistic Evidence - Shooting Reconstruction 
Ballistic evidence may provide valuable scene reconstruction information. A 
general overview of shooting incident reconstruction will be presented. Several 
components of shooting reconstruction including shell casing locations, projectile 
trajectories, gunshot residue, particle spread patterns, and bullet wound 
classifications will all be presented. 

NOTE: THIS TRAINING INCLUDES VERY GRAPHIC CRIME SCENE  
IMAGES FROM ACTUAL CASES. 

Instructors: 
Wayne Sheppard 

Wayne Sheppard assists local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies in areas such as 
violent crime analysis, case consultations and investigative assistance as requested by law 
enforcement in the United States and abroad. He is an international lecturer on behavioral crime 
scene assessments and murder and rape typologies and has conducted research in the areas of 
serial homicide and child homicides.  
Mr. Sheppard is a retired member of the Pennsylvania State Police where he held a number of 
investigative and supervisory positions. Prior to his retirement, he was the supervisor of the 
Criminal Investigation Assessment Unit, where he was responsible for the investigation and 
coordination of psychosexual homicide, serial rape, and other behaviorally based crimes 
occurring in Pennsylvania, also, the supervisor of the Missing Persons Unit where he provided 
investigative assistance for law enforcement in missing and sexually exploited children cases, 
and the Amber Alert Coordinator where he created and implemented the Pennsylvania Amber 
Alert Program for Pennsylvania. 
He is the past Vice-President of the Pennsylvania Homicide Investigators Association, Virginia 
Homicide Investigators Association, and past board member of the Attorney General’s Legal/
Medical Advisory Board on Elder Abuse. 
After his retirement, Mr. Sheppard held the position as the Associate Director of Training and 
Outreach for the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children. 

Tom Martin 
New York State Police (Retired) 

Tom Martin is a career crime scene investigator, retiring from the New York State Police 
after 22 years of service. As the senior investigator in charge of the forensic crime scene 
unit, Tom holds several certifications, and regularly provides expert forensic testimony in 
various state and federal courts. 
Tom’s training and experience encompass several fields of expertise, including: forensic 
crime scene processing, latent print processing and identification, blood stain pattern 
analysis, forensic composite art, excavation of human remains, forensic entomology 
collection, digital imaging technology and photo enhancement. He has served as a 
consultant for National Institute of Justice, and is currently a member of the National 
Institute of Justice’s Technical Working Groups for Sensor and Surveillance and General 
Forensics Technology. 
Tom is a nationally recognized speaker who has instructed at numerous forensic training 
seminars across the United States, including the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, 
The National Institute of Justice Annual Conferences and Technology Fairs, and the 
Smithsonian Institute. Tom is a faculty member of the National College of District Attorneys 
and a former instructor for the International Association of Chiefs of Police, (IACP). He has 
lectured, on several occasions in Washington, D.C., providing presentations to executive 
officials of the National Institute of Justice and members of the United States Congress. 

 
 

March 25, 26, 27, 28 & 29, 2019 
Waterville, Maine 

Register online at: www.patc.com 

Training Seminar 

5 Day  
Death and Homicide  

Investigation:   
Scene  

Assessment &  Reconstruction 
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Sponsored By: 
Waterville Police Department 

Waterville, Maine 



5 Day Death and Homicide Investigation:  
 Scene Assessment &  Reconstruction 

Course Objectives:   
 

This intensive training module is for anyone who will be responding to death 
scenes; including patrol officers, detectives, supervisors, medical examiner 

investigators, and lab personnel.  
 The course will culminate in case practicums in order for the participants to 
demonstrate their proficiency. Students will be given the information, knowledge and 
skills necessary to investigate and interpret homicide and questioned death scenes. 
Through the use of lecture, case history and photo and video demonstrations, 
attendees will be provided the basic skills of homicide and questioned death scene 
investigations; to include bloodstain pattern recognition, ballistics and trajectory as 
evidence, scenes involving self inflicted deaths, scenes involving child deaths, scenes 
involving domestic violence related homicides, key objectives for presenting cases in 
court, and some of the technology available for obtaining and displaying information.. 
Emphasis will be placed on specific observations to be made and documented, as well 
as specific evidence needed by the medical examiner and the lead homicide detective 
for inclusion in the case files. Instruction will include the proper collection of data and 
appropriate measurements for proper case documentation and subsequent event 
reconstruction. Techniques for preparing for court testimony will also be covered. 
 
Homicide & Violent Crime Behaviors:  Over the past three decades, research into 
violent crime behaviors has proven to be extremely helpful to investigators when trying 
to piece together “why” individuals fall victim to violent crime.   
Homicide Victimology:  One of the most important, yet often over looked steps an 
investigator can take to solving a homicide or violent crime is the development of 
Victimology. Often found within this information is “why” the person fell victim at the 
hands of an offender and “who” is the offender.  
Suspect/Offender Checklist:  As with Victimology, important to the investigation and 
an additional key step to solving the case is the gathering of any and all information 
about the suspect or offender.  
Crime Scene Observations - Investigative Assessment Process: Interactions 
between victims and offenders during the commission of a crime can hold many clues 
for law enforcement investigators.  By assessing those crime behaviors in stages, 
investigators are provided a clear picture of not only “what” happened, but most 
importantly “why” it happened.  Achieving an understanding of “why” it happened 
moves the investigator ever so closer as to “who” committed the crime.   
Time Line Development:  A critical step in the investigation is the development of a 
time line of the victim and if known, suspect or offender.  Through the use of computer 
technology, proper documentation of pre crime, crime and post crime actions of the 
victim and suspect/offender become a key part of the investigative case file that is 
utilized by investigators and prosecutors at time of trial.   
Sexual Deviancy - the Role It Plays in Homicide and Violent Crime: The 
participants will be provided an overview of various deviant behaviors and how it affects 
the investigative steps to be taken in solving violent crime.  Additionally, the participants 
will be taught how to document this information in affidavits in support of execution of 
search warrants.   
The Role of Fantasy Homicides: In many cases, particularly crimes with a sexual 
component, the acting out by an offender towards an unsuspecting victim can be 
influenced by his or her fantasies.  In this course of instruction, the participants will 
learn how fantasy removes the “guilt factor” of the offender and thus allow him or her to 
commit violent crimes.  
Organized and Disorganized Crime Scenes:  Just as not all criminals are alike, 
neither are crime scenes.  The nature and manner of the offense and the demonstrated 
behaviors of the offenders left at the scene provide clues as to the offender.  
Offender Profiles: Through the research, we know that certain offenders commit 
certain violent crimes in the same manner but for different reasons. 
 Long Term Unsolved Homicide Cases:  The investigative steps outlined throughout 
this course of instruction applies not only to incidents of violent crime that has just 
occurred, but also to long term unsolved cases as well.   
Undetermined and Homicide Investigations:  This session focuses on the criminal 
investigative process and the application of the victim and offender  to move the status 
of a death investigation from the unknown to the known, thereby providing case 
resolution.  

NOTE: THIS TRAINING INCLUDES VERY GRAPHIC CRIME SCENE  
IMAGES FROM ACTUAL CASES. 

Seminar Agenda 
5 Day Death and Homicide Investigation:  
 Scene Assessment &  Reconstruction 

March 25, 26, 27, 28 & 29, 2019 • Waterville, Maine 

Monday, March 25, 2019 
8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Registration 
8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.      Introductions and Course Overview  
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.    Homicide & Violent Crime Behaviors  
10:30  a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Homicide Victimology 
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.    Lunch (On Your Own) 
1:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. Suspect / Offender Checklist  
2:15 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Crimes Scene Observations - Investigative Assessment  
   Process 
Tuesday, March 26, 2019 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.     Sexual Deviancy - A Laypersons Understanding of the  
   Role It Plays in Violent Crime Analysis 
9:00 a.m. - 10:30  a.m. Time Line Development  
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Role of Fantasy in Violent Crime 
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.   Lunch (On Your Own) 
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.     Offender Profiles 
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Undetermined and Homicide Investigations 
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Case Management  
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 
8:00 a.m.—9:30 a.m.  Coping with the CSI Effect 

•  Separating Fact from Fiction 
•  Understanding the Importance of Non-Scientific Evidence 
•  Case preparation begins at the crime scene 

9:30 a.m.—10:45 a.m.  Crime Scene Investigation – “The 80 Yard March” 
• Basic Observations 
• Searching and Documenting 

10:45 a.m.—12:00 p.m. The Application of Suspect Statements to Physical  
   Evidence 

• Corroborating or Refuting statements  
• Every Person Has a Story – Obtaining Appropriate 

Information from Statements 
12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m.  Lunch (On Your Own) 
1:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m.  Crime Scene Investigation - Serial Killer Investigation  

• A serial killer investigation will be used as an overview of 
proper crime scene investigation and documentation 
procedures, including: 

• Role of the First Responder 
• Photography 
• Note taking 
• Diagrams 
• Evidence collection 
• Dealing with the media 
• Excavation of human remains 
• identification of human remains                                

Thursday, March 28, 2019 
8:00 a.m.—9:00 a.m.   Technology 
 • Use of Tablets to Facilitate Crime Scene Investigations 
9:00 a.m.—9:30 a.m.  Crime Scene Diagrams 
9:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  Crime Scene Photography 
 • Proper Use Of Digital Photography  
 • Use of Lighting 
 • Proper Scene Documentation Through Photography 
 • Photo Documentation of Injuries  
 • Using Scale Perspectives 
 • Photo Documentation of Bloodstain Scene 
12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m.  Lunch (On Your Own) 
1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m. Introduction to Bloodstain Evidence  
3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m.  Introduction to Shooting Scene Investigations   
Friday, March 29, 2019 
8:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m.   Investigating Officer Involved Shooting Incidents 
10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  Preparing for Trial Testimony at the Crime Scene  
 • Trial Exhibits and Case Presentation in Court 
12:00 p.m.   Certificate Presentation  

Seminar Title:         Death and Homicide Investigation: 
          Scene Assessment and Reconstruction
               
Instructor:         Wayne Sheppard and Tom Martin 
 
Seminar Location: Colby College 
 Diamond Hall, Room 122 
 4000 Mayflower Hill Drive 
 Waterville, Maine 04901 
 

When: March 25, 26, 27, 28 & 29, 2019 
 
Registration Time: 8:00 A.M. (March 25, 2019) 
 
Hotel Reservations:  Hampton Inn 
 425 Kennedy Memorial Drive 
 Waterville, Maine 04901 
 1-207-873-0400 
 $94.00 Single or Double (plus tax)  

 
Registration Fee:      $525.00 Includes Death and Homicide Investigation Scene 
 Assessment and Reconstruction Course Material, Coffee Breaks, 
 and Certificate of Completion. 

 3 Ways to Register for a Seminar! 
 

1.  Register Online at www.patc.com — Yellow link in upper left corner 
  

2.  Fax Form to Public Agency Training Council  FAX: 1-317-821-5096 
 

3.  Mail Form to  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

* * * Pre-payment is not required to register * * *  
 

Upon receiving your registration we will send an invoice to the department or agency .  
 

Checks, Claim Forms, Purchase Orders should be made payable to: 

Public Agency Training Council  

If you have any questions please call 

317-821-5085 (Indianapolis) 
800-365-0119 (Outside Indianapolis) 
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Public Agency Training Council  
5235 Decatur Blvd 

Indianapolis, Indiana  46241 
 

Federal ID# 47-4078912 

Seminar ID 
#16143 

Names of Attendees  1. 

 
       2. 
 
       3. 
 
       4. 
 
Agency  
 

Invoice To Attn: 
(Must Be Completed) 

Address 
 
City            State         Zip 
 
Email 
 
Phone 
 

Fax 

*NEW *NEW 

Note: To receive discount 
room rates, identify 

yourself with Waterville 
Police Department Class 

at Colby College 


